Results
.
Among the general and specialty journals reviewed,
New England Journal of Medicine, Annals of Emergency
Medicine, and Pediatrics employed an osteopathic physician on the editorial staff, with 2 of the 3 having positions categorized as "other" and 1 serving on the editorial board.
Over the years, all editorial boards expanded in size analysis skills, and biostatistics during their osteopathic medical training. 9 Finally, few osteopathic physicians hold a doctor of philosophy (ie, PhD) or a master's degree. 10 In these programs, candidates undergo extensive training in research and are able to publish 1 or more studies during their training. With continued publication, PhD researchers are able to advance more quickly through the academic hierarchy and achieve editorial positions and promotions along this avenue.
Limitations
A major limitation of the current study is that 1 journal from each subspecialty was examined. If more journals from each subspecialty were examined, the number of osteopathic physicians in editorial roles may have been higher. We also cannot comment on the years that were not studied, during which osteopathic physicians may have served on the editorial boards included in the study. Also, the journals that were selected were mainly pay-for-membership journals; therefore, the total number of osteopathic physicians participating in each specialty's editorial activity may not be accurately represented.
Discussion
To our knowledge, the current study is the first to directly investigate the number of osteopathic physicians serving on editorial boards. Despite being a "parallel profession"
to allopathic medicine, there is a dramatic disparity in the number of osteopathic physicians serving on editorial boards compared with allopathic physicians. 5 The total number of editorial positions has grown over the past 30 years; however, few osteopathic physicians have served in these roles.
Research has shown that osteopathic physicians provide a disproportionately larger share of primary care compared with allopathic physicians and even more so when the rural population is considered. 6 However, their participation in primary care editorial activities in the United States is lacking. The current study found that 1 osteopathic physician served on the editorial board of a major primary care specialty journal.
There are several possible explanations for the underrepresentation of osteopathic physicians on editorial boards. Previous literature has shown that osteopathic emergency physicians, for example, rarely Author Contributions
